parenteral nutrition are among the subjects considered. The chapter on sepsis arising from external contamination is particularly valuable.
If I could find any fault with this excellent book it would be that perhaps not enough attention is given to clinical management. This is a minor criticism and does not detract from a book which gives so much sound advice. It The book is a personal one and for this reason is perhaps one of the more readable texts. It covers the whole subject and is well illustrated. Where his personal experience is less extensive, as for example in hydatid disease of the central nervous system, Professor Saidi has written in detail from the experience of other colleagues.
This book will become a standard reference for years to come. It is probably the first complete work on the subject since Dew's text in 1928, based on Australian experience. British surgeons may well find a need to consult it when faced with this condition, which is becoming more common as a result of the influx of patients from abroad. C The authors state. in their preface that this work offered them the opportunity of clarifying their thoughts on the underlying etiology of many oral diseases and of reconsidering their concepts of how the oral mucosa and alveolar bone respond to generalized disease. The chapters presented are those that might be expected and include one on psychogenic or psychosomatic disease and another on autoimmune diseases. Interestingly, perhaps, aphthous stomatitis is considered as a psychosomatic disorder, while the only conditions discussed in the chapter about autoimmune diseases are some of the (so-called) collagen disorders. It seems likely in fact that many in the field of oral medicine would not be in complete agreement with these authors' ideas about many subjects.
Since very many subjects are touched on in little more than three hundred pages, they have had to be treated in synoptic fashion. It is a pity also that the black-and-white illustrations look dull and hazy. To make up for this perhaps, sixty-four colour pictures, mostly of high quality, have been included at the end.
Overall; one has to admit to being left somewhat disappointed by this book. 'Diseases of the Oral Mucosa' by the same authors, which was published thirteen years ago, was an outstanding work. The present book, however, comes into a somewhat different category; it is not an updated successor. On the whole, adolescents are a healthy lot; the vast majority make the journey from childhood to young adulthood successfully, albeit with varying degrees of enthusiasm. What topics might one expect in a book ambiguously called 'Adolescent Medicine'? For the first volume in the series, Dr R I Lopez, who is Director of the Division of Adolescent Medicine at the Cornell Medical Center, chose: sex education; dermatology; infectious disease; contraception and conception; plasma lipid disorders; heart disease; bleeding disorders; anamia and cancer.
Not surprisingly, the chapters on each of these topics are of different weight.
That we should be sincerely interested in our patients rather than their diseases is well emphasized by the author of the first chapter, but the authors of other chapters tend to catalogue disease states with little reference to the peculiar needs of the adolescent. The chapter on plasma lipid disorders and prevention of atherosclerosis is misplaced. However, there were many valuable paragraphs hidden among the medical facts.
For those physicians who see mainly adolescents and young adults, this will be a useful series to keep them up to date. At over £17 for a slim volume,
